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Welcome to this guide to the curriculum
choices your sons and daughters face
looking ahead to the next two years.

and guidance available to support pupils.
Each subject offered at Fulham Senior is
described in detail in the following pages in
order to assist parents and pupils to make
the right choices. If you have any questions,
please direct them to the form tutors or the
relevant subject teacher who would be
delighted to help. This booklet should be
kept for reference throughout the GCSE
period.

In Year 9 we teach a broad range of
subjects which provide an introduction to
general academic themes. This is a
conscious decision to avoid premature
specialisation and to encourage all pupils to
think creatively across disciplines.
As of September pupils embark on GCSE
courses that culminate in public
examinations at the end of Year 11. These
are of course important years. GCSE
courses lay the foundation for the interests
and passions that will lead to study at Sixth
Form and beyond. They provide the
beginnings of independent learning with the
experience of revising for and completing
challenging external examinations. Pupils
have the opportunity to develop a strong
work ethic and the ability to work smart as
well as hard, planning and juggling their
commitments.

Throughout the GCSE years you will be
updated termly on the academic progress of
your son or daughter, through workmarks,
parents’ evening or full written report. In
addition, if you have specific concerns at
any time about the progress of your child,
please contact their teacher - these concerns
are always best tackled immediately rather
than waiting for the next report or meeting.
I hope that the first term at Fulham Senior
has been fulfilling, and that last term’s
parents’ evening and grades were useful in
gauging their progress and engagement with
the many and various opportunities on
offer. We look forward to seeing you and
consulting on your children’s progress over
the coming months.

The aim of this guide is to set out clearly
the curriculum options at Fulham Senior. It
also provides some background about our
tutorial support and monitoring system, and
information about the careers education

Mr Chris Cockerill, Headmaster
Mr Neil Redondo, Deputy Head Academic
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THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM - YEARS 10 AND 11
General Introduction
Our aim is for all pupils to continue to follow a broad and balanced curriculum with study of each of the
following areas of learning:
❖ aesthetic, creative, literary
❖ human, social
❖ linguistic
❖ mathematical
❖ moral, spiritual
❖ physical
❖ scientific
❖ technological

9-1 grading
GCSEs are now graded on a numerical, not a letter scale. The grade equivalents are below. Note: both
top grades 8 and 9 are in the old A* range. An A equates to a 7. There are now three grades (6-4) to
cover the range previous covered by B and C.
New structure
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
U

Old structure
A*
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
U
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THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM - YEARS 10 AND 11
September 2020 - June 2022
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS
NON-GCSE EXAMINATION SUBJECTS
Fulham Core, including PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship
Education)
Sport afternoons
Independent learning and collaborative projects
GCSE EXAMINATION SUBJECTS
English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
One Humanities discipline (History or Geography)
One Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish)
ADDITIONAL GCSE SUBJECTS
Each pupil is asked to select two further choices from the subject list below:
French
Spanish
Religious Studies
Art & Design (Fine arts)
Art & Design (Photography)
Physical Education
Computer Science
Drama
Geography
History
Music
In choosing your subjects you should give careful consideration to:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

The subjects you most enjoy;
The skills needed in each subject;
The advice of your subject teachers;
Any plans you may have for IB Diploma studies in the Sixth Form;
Keeping a balance in your timetable.
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR SUBJECT SELECTION
The process
Pupils are asked to make a selection of their preferred options by 26 February. At this stage pupils have
a free choice, which is not binding, but forms the basis of the timetable blocks for the options. We will
do our best to accommodate as many choices as we can although some subject combinations may be
impossible to timetable. Some subjects will need a minimum number of students in order to be offered.
Option blocks will be circulated to pupils in mid-March and their final choices confirmed by the end of
the Spring term.
At each stage in the process, pupils will be encouraged to discuss their choices with their subject
teachers and parents. Further advice is readily available from their tutors, Ms Phillips and Miss
Lumborg, Mr Redondo, Mr Cockerill and the rest of the team. It is important that choices are discussed
as widely as possible.
Whilst in general it is best for a pupil to continue with the subjects in which they feel most confident,
please note that intended areas of specialism in the Diploma Programme should be born in mind. Also,
certain subjects at GCSE are prerequisites for entry into some higher education courses and career
fields. Your son or daughter should take account of any aspirations of this kind when making choices.

Important Dates:
▪

10 February

Year 9 Options Evening

▪

23 February

9L Parents’ evening

▪

25 February

9P Parents’ evening

▪

26 February

Option choices submitted

▪

24 March

Confirmation of final choices
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MONITORING ACADEMIC PROGRESS
At Fulham Senior the curriculum in Key Stage 4 aims to:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life and
promote a lifelong love of learning;
equip pupils for the holistic, independent and internationally-minded study habits required
for the IB Diploma Programme;
be inclusive by providing opportunities for all pupils to develop their skills and knowledge
and to realise their potential;
provide a framework that serves the needs of teaching and learning;
promote the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of all pupils;
encourage the personal, mental and physical development of pupils;
identify and develop transferable skills for the 21st Century;
cater for the individual needs, interests and aspirations of each pupil.

To achieve these aims the curriculum will:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

be broad to ensure that each pupil is able to develop a wide range of skills and
understanding;
be balanced to ensure that each element of the curriculum is given appropriate emphasis to
achieve the above aims and promote a lifelong love of learning;
ensure that pupils are able to access a range of higher education courses, institutions and
career pathways;
be personalised to ensure that the individual needs of each pupil are met through the
provision of appropriate choice, pace, challenge and support at all levels;
be stimulating to promote independent and lifelong learning;
be progressive to build upon prior knowledge and experience through the introduction of
appropriate challenge at all levels;
allow the development of transferable skills and cross‐curricular understanding;
be designed to promote individual pathways and flexibility within a structure informed but
not constrained by the requirements of external examination syllabuses.

Education in Key Stage 4 at Fulham Senior will build on what the most successful teachers do best, to
create an educational experience with personalised learning at its heart. This means a system in which
every pupil matters; careful attention is paid to their individual learning styles, motivations and needs;
there is rigorous use of pupil target setting linked to high quality formative assessment and marking;
lessons are well paced and enjoyable; and pupils are supported by partnerships with others beyond the
classroom.
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We promote challenge and extension in three ways:
1. Within the classroom:
✓ To encourage departments to run workshops, master classes or bring visiting speakers
or outside agencies into the school.
✓ To introduce target‐setting at all levels to establish appropriate and challenging
expectations that evolve during a programme of study.
✓ To promote a departmental focus on assessment for learning.
✓ To include the provision of stretch and challenge as a focus for departmental planning.
✓ To promote stretch and challenge through the provision of open‐ended tasks and
extension activities or through the independent learning opportunity afforded by
individual coursework assignments.
✓ To focus upon the development of independent learners.
2. A personalised curriculum:
✓ Where possible, to make provision within the curriculum for a range of extension
courses and qualifications i.e. Duke of Edinburgh Awards, scholarships.
✓ To make reasonable adjustments to a pupil’s programme, if appropriate, to promote the
development of gifts and talents.
✓ To provide the opportunity for pupils to undertake additional qualifications.
✓ To provide a lesson allocation that allows the opportunity for exploration beyond the
confines of examination syllabuses.
✓ To support the development of individual pupils who exhibit gifts or talents in any area
of the curriculum or extra‐curricular activity through formal and informal mentoring
schemes.
3. Enrichment activities:
✓ To support pupils’ attendance at lectures or visits, or to enrich their classroom
experience through membership of external organisations.
✓ To support the formation of subject-based clubs and societies.
✓ To support the development of a broad range of extra‐curricular activity.
✓ To support the opportunity to gain formal recognition or external accreditation of
performance through extra‐curricular activity in Music, Drama, Physical Education, Art,
Duke of Edinburgh and Debating.
✓ To promote fieldwork, trips and visits as an integral part of the experience of all pupils.
To track and monitor individual pupil performance in Key Stage 4, regular feedback of performance
and progress will be shared with pupils and parents, measuring their current progress against their
potential.
The aim is to achieve a situation where parents, pupils and teachers receive frequent and accurate
information about individual pupil progress and prospects in each academic subject studied at GCSE
level.
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Feedback given to pupils and parents
Our current feedback arrangements are detailed below.
A WA (Working At) grade provides regular feedback on current levels of performance.
A Target grade indicates a goal for potential future achievement.
Over the course pupils are encouraged to raise their Target grade by achieving consistently high or
improving WA grades. Target grades will be used as motivational tools to encourage additional
achievement. They should not be seen as predicted grades until the very end of the examination cycle.
The system is designed to be flexible enough to be used for regular feedback and for individual
motivational purposes. It relies on professional judgment by individual teachers about the performance
and potential of each pupil.
Target grades should never become a ceiling to achievement: they are motivational tools.
Target Grades (9-1)
❖ Flexible, aspirational, but achievable targets. The initial WT target is determined by
subject teachers in conjunction with nationally standardised predictive data and Key
Stage 3 performance. Subject teachers will review and update the grade as appropriate
during the examination cycle.
WA Grades (9‐1)
❖ Current level of performance based upon GCSE attainment grades. Initially it is
possible that WA grades may start well below Target grades with the gap closing as the
courses progress.
❖ As WA grades approach/reach Target grades, the target can be revised upwards as
appropriate. Similarly, Target grades can be revised downwards.
❖ It is an important principle of successful target setting that the targets are achievable.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
The International Baccalaureate was established in 1968 and since then over 500,000 pupils have been
awarded the diploma worldwide. The Diploma curriculum is carefully planned, with links between
subjects clearly defined - pupils are taught not to think of their subjects as discrete units, but to embrace
the interconnectivity between them. In addition, all aspects of the International Baccalaureate are
designed to help pupils develop the 10 personal qualities that form the IB Learner Profile. Development
of these qualities is embedded in all areas of the curriculum and is a fundamental part of the IB.
The Diploma curriculum requires all students to study English, maths, a science, a foreign language and
a humanities subject. Additionally students may study an arts subject or a second subject from one of the
first five groups. The programme offers choice and allows students to design their own challenging and
enjoyable curriculum while ensuring all continue to test themselves in a wide range of disciplines.
Pupils take three of their subjects at Higher Level and three at Standard Level. The specifications focus
on problem solving, critical thinking, application and analysis. In addition to the pupil’s six subjects, the
Diploma has three core elements which pupils must complete. The core sets the Diploma apart from
alternative Sixth Form options, as the IB is the only curriculum focused on developing the ‘whole pupil’.
Creativity, Activity and Service aims to help pupils develop personal skills and is at the heart of the IB
programme allowing pupils to “live the learner profile”.
The Extended Essay teaches pupils how to write university style essays. Key skills, such as how to
effectively research, draft, redraft and reference are learnt here: this is a curriculum feature unique to the
IB. Theory of Knowledge teaches pupils how and why to question information and allows them to more
effectively articulate their own opinions, ideas and arguments.
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THE IB LEARNER PROFILE
The IB learner profile represents 10 attributes valued by IB World Schools. At Fulham Senior we
believe these attributes, and others like them, can help individuals and groups become responsible
members of local, national and global communities.
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Compulsory subjects:
▪

English Language

▪

English Literature

▪

Mathematics

▪

Biology

▪

Chemistry

▪

Physics

Optional subjects:
▪

Art (Fine Art)

▪

Art (Photography)

▪

Computer Science

▪

Drama

▪

History

▪

Geography

▪

French

▪

Spanish

▪

Physical Education

▪

Religious Studies

▪

Music
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Examination board:

AQA 8700

Course requirements:

At GCSE all pupils are now entered for the new style courses in both
English Language and English Literature. All assessments are by
examination only; there is no written coursework element. The new
GCSEs are un-tiered, meaning that the full range of grades (9‐1) is
available to all candidates (there are no separate Foundation and Higher
Tier exams).

Topics studied:

Fiction and non-fiction texts from 19th – 21st century will be explored.
Skills covered will include: Speaking and Listening; Reading; Writing;
Spelling; Presentation.

Assessment:

At the end of the course there will be two written examinations which
assess reading and writing. All texts in the examination will be unseen.
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
1 hour and 45 minutes
50% of GCSE (25% Reading and 25% Writing)
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
1 hour and 45 minutes
50% of GCSE (25% Reading and 25% Writing)
Spoken Language: Teacher set through the course, marked by class
teacher. Separate endorsement (0% weighting of GCSE)
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
Examination board:

AQA 8702

Course requirements:

At GCSE all pupils are now entered for the new style courses in both
English Language and English Literature. All assessments are by
examination only; there is no written coursework element. The new
GCSEs are un-tiered, meaning that the full range of grades (9‐1) is
available to all candidates (there are no separate Foundation and Higher
Tier exams).

Topics studied:

Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel.
Modern texts and poetry

Assessment:

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel
1 Hour and 45 minutes
40% of GCSE
Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry
2 Hours and 15 minutes
60% of GCSE
The examinations are closed book; however, some questions will include
extracts from the relevant section of the novel or play.
The following elements are divided across the two papers; all texts are
chosen from a list set by the examination board:
1. One 19th century prose text (a novel or novella)
2. One 20th century drama or prose text
3. One Shakespeare play
4. A collection of 12‐15 thematically related poems
5. A response to an ‘unseen’ poem and/or prose extract (there is a
comparative element in this task)

Additional information:

There will be theatre trips organised by school to see some of the texts
studied.
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MATHEMATICS
Examination board:

Pearson Edexcel IGCSE Mathematics (4MA1).
All students are entered for the Higher Tier.

Course requirements:

Pupils are encouraged to develop an appreciation of mathematics beyond
the syllabus. They are introduced to a wide range of topics including the
history of the subject and key mathematicians, problem solving, and
identifying patterns in the world around us. During lessons, they will be
expected to participate in class discussions, work independently and well
as acquire skills to share ideas. All students will also be expected to sit
the UK Maths Challenge.

Topics studied:

The course covers topics in the following areas:
1. Number
2. Algebra
3. Graphs and Sequences
4. Geometry
5. Probability
6. Statistics

Aims and Objectives:

- develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of
mathematical methods and concepts
- acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve
problems
- reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and
draw conclusions
- comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical
information in a variety of forms appropriate to the information
and context.

Assessment:

Pupils take two equally weighted written papers; each being 2hrs
in duration. Both papers allow calculators. We would expect
pupils to take the Higher Tier assessment, from which grades of
4-9 may be achieved. Both papers cover questions from all topic
areas and are of a similar level of difficulty, with the last third of
the papers being targeted at the 7-9 grade level.
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TRIPLE SCIENCE
Course requirements:

All pupils will continue to study all three sciences separately, gaining
three separate GCSE qualifications. A great deal of emphasis is placed
on practical work and there are a number of prescribed practical
activities which must be completed to attain their GCSEs.

BIOLOGY

Examination board:

AQA 8461

Topics studied:

The topics studied are: cells and organisation, infection and disease,
bioenergetics, biological responses, inheritance, genetics and
reproduction, evolution, ecology and practical skills.

Assessment:

Pupils take two examination papers, each 1 hour 45 minutes in duration,
at the end of year 11. Papers can be taken at foundation or higher level;
foundation tier papers allow the achievement of grades from 1 to 5,
while the higher tier papers allow grades from 4 to 9.

CHEMISTRY

Examination board:

AQA 8462

Topics studied:

The topics studied are: atomic structure & the periodic table; Bonding,
structure and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical
changes; Energy changes; The rate and extent of chemical change;
Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere;
Using resources.

Assessment:

Pupils take two examination papers, each 1 hour 45 minutes in duration,
at the end of year 11. Papers can be taken at foundation or higher level;
foundation tier papers allow the achievement of grades from 1 to 5,
while the higher tier papers allow grades from 4 to 9.

PHYSICS

Examination board:

AQA 8463

Topics studied:

The topics studied are energy, electricity, particle model of matter,
atomic structure, forces, waves, magnetism and electromagnetism, space
and practical skills.

Assessment:

Pupils take two examination papers, each 1 hour 45 minutes in duration,
at the end of year 11. Papers can be taken at foundation or higher level;
foundation tier papers allow the achievement of grades from 1 to 5,
while the higher tier papers allow grades from 4 to 9.
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ART & DESIGN: FINE ART
Examination board:

OCR Art and Design: Fine Art (J171)

Course requirements:

Art GCSE is a dynamic and varied course which requires open‐mindedness,
creativity and dedication. A real passion for the visual world and curiosity
about art and artists is also very important. It helps if drawing skills are
good and pupils should have a curious mind. They will experiment with
imagery, materials, and ideas to produce ambitious and exciting works of
art.

Topics studied:

In Component 1 and Component 2 students are required to work in one or
more area(s) of fine art, such as those listed below:
• Drawing
• Installation
• Lens-/Light-based Media
• Mixed-media
• Land art
• Printing
• Painting
• Sculpture

Assessment:

Sketchbooks are marked regularly with informal assessment occurring every
lesson. For students to understand areas of development and strength,
sketchbooks and larger pieces will be marked using the assessment criteria
at the end of each term. In Year 10 and the first term of Year 11 we will
focus on COMPONENT 1, allowing pupils time for experimentation,
building skills and confidence. This will be marked internally. In January of
Year 11, students will sit COMPONENT 2 which is the externally set
assignment. This is externally assessed.

Deadlines:

COMPONENT 1 ‘Personal Portfolio’ - COURSEWORK (60%)
In Component 1 (portfolio) students develop responses to initial starting
points and develop work informed by research, the development and
refinement of ideas and meaningful engagement with selected sources.
Responses will include evidence of drawing and written annotation.
COMPONENT 2 Final Examination (40%)
In Component 2 (externally set assignment) students respond to a starting
point provided by OCR. This response provides evidence of the student’s
ability to work independently within specified time constraints.

Additional information: Gallery visits will place each year to major exhibitions where pupils carry
out the critical and contextual element of their coursework.
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ART & DESIGN: Photography
Examination board:

OCR Art and Design: Photography (J173)

Course requirements:

This course allows students to communicate visually through the versatile
and creative medium of photography. This is a predominately digital
photography course and there will be a strong emphasis on the formal
elements of picture making. There will be some camera-less photography
techniques explored with use of cyanotypes and photograms. Pattern, shape
and colour will be explored as well as light, movement and composition.
Camera control, composition, lighting and Photoshop skills are developed,
as well as written contextual skills, which form an important part of the
course. GCSE Photography enables students to fulfil their creative potential
and is individually highly rewarding.

Topics studied:

In Component 1 and Component 2 students are required to work in one or
more area(s) of photography, such as those listed below:
• Documentary photography
• Photo-journalism
• Studio photography
• Location photography
• Experimental imagery
• Installation
• Moving image

Assessment:

Sketchbooks are marked regularly with informal assessment occurring every
lesson. For students to understand areas of development and strength,
sketchbooks and larger pieces will be marked using the assessment criteria
at the end of each term. In Year 10 and the first term of Year 11 we will
focus on COMPONENT 1, allowing pupils time for experimentation,
building skills and confidence. This will be marked internally. In January of
Year 11, students will sit COMPONENT 2 which is the externally set
assignment. This is externally assessed.

Deadlines:

COMPONENT 1 ‘Personal Portfolio’ - COURSEWORK (60%)
In Component 1 (portfolio) students develop responses to initial starting
points and develop work informed by research, the development and
refinement of ideas and meaningful engagement with selected sources.
Responses will include evidence of drawing and written annotation.
COMPONENT 2 Final Examination (40%)
In Component 2 (externally set assignment) students respond to a starting
point provided by OCR. This response provides evidence of the student’s
ability to work independently within specified time constraints.

Additional information: Gallery visits will place each year to major exhibitions where pupils carry
out the critical and contextual element of their coursework.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
Examination board:

OCR J277

Course requirements:

The new revised OCR GCSE Computer Science specification is a
comprehensive course that includes designing, writing and debugging
programs. Students will be able to understand and apply the fundamental
principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction,
decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation. Computing is
not just about writing code for a computer; there is far more to it,
Students need to think innovatively, analytically, logically and critically.
Students will also be asked to consider the impacts of digital technology
to the individual and wider society and apply mathematical skills relevant
to computing.

Topics studied:

Learners aim to develop and apply their understanding to develop
computer-based solutions to problems and frame their learning and
build connections between different topics that include:
Paper 1: Computer Systems
1.1 Systems architecture
1.2 Memory and storage
1.3 Computer networks, connections and protocols
1.4 Network security
1.5 Systems software
1.6 Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental impacts of digital technology
Paper 2: Computational Thinking, algorithms and programming
2.1 Algorithms
2.2 Programming fundamentals
2.3 Producing robust programs
2.4 Boolean logic
2.5 Programming languages and Integrated Development Environments

Assessment:

Paper 1: Computer systems (1 hour 30 minutes)
This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions.
50% of the overall grade.
Paper 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming
(1 hour 30 minutes)
50% of the overall grade.
Non-examined Assessment: 20 hours timetabled time to complete a
Programming Project tasks to develop their practical ability in the skills.

Additional information:

A good understanding of ICT is advantageous although not compulsory.
Non-compulsory visits and trips along with moderate costs are advised
accordingly.
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DRAMA
Examination board:

Eduqas

Course requirements:

Drama GCSE is a challenging and creative course that requires open‐
mindedness, dedication and the desire to work collaboratively with
others. This highly practical course provides opportunities for pupils to
participate in the creation of drama as performers and designers,
experimenting with a wide range of theatrical conventions and styles.
Through practical exploration pupils develop an awareness and
understanding of contemporary professional theatre practice, as well as
theatre history. As a further component of the course pupils enjoy
opportunities to attend live theatre performances and to develop skills as
informed and thoughtful audience members.

Topics studied:

Acting and performance styles
Studying plays from a literary and practical viewpoint
Performing scripted pieces
Developing devised productions
Evaluating and analysing the effectiveness of professional theatre
productions

Assessment:

Written:
Practical:

40% of total mark – written exam paper
60 % of total mark – performance of a devised piece
(accompanied by a portfolio) and a scripted piece.
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GEOGRAPHY
Examination board:

AQA 8035

Course requirements:

Geography is about trying to make sense of the world we see around us.
Why are settlements where they are? How does global trade work? What
causes a volcanic eruption? These are all questions in which geographers
are interested. Geography is a broad‐based subject, that will give you a
range of important skills and it is highly valued by universities and
employers alike.

Topics studied:

Physical
The challenge of Natural Hazards
▪ Weather hazards
▪ Tectonic hazards
▪ Climate change
The Living World
▪ Ecosystems
▪ Hot deserts
▪ Tropical rainforests
Physical landscapes in the UK
▪ Coasts
▪ Rivers
Human
Urban Issues and Challenges
▪ Focus on Nigeria & London
The Changing Economic World
▪ Focus on Nigeria & London
The Challenge of Resource Management
▪ Resources in the UK
▪ Food
▪ Water
Geographical Skills
▪ OS maps, data collection, photo interpretation & issue
evaluation
▪ Fieldwork

Assessment:

Pupils sit three exam papers. Physical (35%) and human (35%) are both
assessed by a mix of questions - multiple choice, short structured
responses and extended writing based on the course content above.
Paper 3 assesses geographical skills, issue evaluation and fieldwork skills.
Pupils have to answer generic questions about their own fieldwork
experience through both short-structured responses and extended
writing.

Additional information:

There is a fieldtrip in the late spring/early summer of Y10. This
provides the opportunity for the fieldwork data collection which is
mandatory and to practise methods and skills for use in Paper 3.
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HISTORY
Examination board:

AQA 8145

Course requirements:

In History, we aim to develop enjoyment of the subject by following a
course that is engaging and relevant. Through studying a mix of both
British and world histories, students will grapple with key issues, such as
conflict, understand what drives change and how the past influences the
present. Topics covered include the Vietnam War, the Holocaust, the
Black Death and the Spanish Armada. GCSE History is well‐respected
for the analytical thinking skills it develops through source analysis and
extended responses. Its rich content also provides an excellent platform
for A Level studies of history, art history and government and politics.

Topics studied:

The GCSE History content comprises the following elements:
▪ One period study
▪ One thematic study
▪ One wider world depth study
▪ One British depth study including the historic environment
Paper 1.

Understanding the modern world

Section A: Period study
▪ Germany, 1889-1945: Opportunity and inequality
Section B: Wider world depth study
▪ Conflict and tension in Asia, 1950-1975
Paper 2.

Shaping the nation

Section A: Thematic study
▪ Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day
Section B: British depth study including the historic environment
▪ Elizabethan England: c1568-1603
Assessment:

At the end of the course there will be two written examinations:
Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World (2 hours, 84 marks, 50% of
GCSE)
Paper 2: Shaping the Nation (2 hours, 84 marks, 50% of GCSE)
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FRENCH
Examination board:

AQA French 8658

Course requirements:

French GCSE aims to prepare pupils to take their place in a multilingual
global society, by providing a thorough yet engaging course where pupils
build on their grammar and lexis, as well as develop an awareness of the
French-speaking world and French culture. An interest in the world
around us and a willingness to actively participate in class activities will
stand learners in good stead for the course. All pupils are expected to
study at least one language at GCSE.

Topics studied:

Pupils study the following themes on which the assessments are based:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
Pupils will also learn how to understand and respond to different types
of spoken language, to communicate and interact effectively in speech
for a variety of purposes, to understand and respond to a variety of
written language and to communicate effectively in writing.

Assessment:

GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier
(grades 4–9). Pupils must take all four question papers at the same tier.
This qualification is linear, which means that pupils take all examinations
at the end of Year 11.
Paper 1 Listening 25%
Paper 2 Speaking 25%
Paper 3 Reading 25%
Paper 4 Writing 25%
The speaking examination is completed at the beginning of the third
term in Year 11.

Page 23

SPANISH
Examination board:

AQA Spanish 8698

Course requirements:

Spanish GCSE aims to prepare pupils to take their place in a
multilingual global society, by providing a thorough yet engaging course
where pupils build on their grammar and lexis, as well as develop an
awareness of the Spanish-speaking world and Hispanic culture. An
interest in the world around us and a willingness to actively participate in
class activities will stand learners in good stead for the course. All pupils
are expected to study at least one language at GCSE.

Topics studied:

Pupils study the following themes on which the assessments are based:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
Pupils will also learn how to understand and respond to different types
of spoken language, to communicate and interact effectively in speech
for a variety of purposes, to understand and respond to a variety of
written language and to communicate effectively in writing.

Assessment:

GCSE Spanish has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier
(grades 4–9). Pupils must take all four question papers at the same tier.
This qualification is linear, which means that pupils take all examinations
at the end of Year 11.
Paper 1 Listening 25%
Paper 2 Speaking 25%
Paper 3 Reading 25%
Paper 4 Writing 25%
The speaking examination is completed at the beginning of the third
term in Year 11.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Examination board:

TBC (AQA/OCR/EDEXCEL)

Course requirements:

GCSE PE requires hard work and dedication. A real passion for sport,
fitness, health and exercise is also very important. It helps if you are playing
a range of sports regularly in team and/or individual sports. It is important
that students enjoy physical exercise and show a strong commitment to
extra-curricular activities.

Course content
Topics studied:

Students must take components 01, 02, 04 and 05 to be awarded the GCSE
Physical Education, such as those listed below:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Assessment:

01: Applied anatomy & physiology;
01: Physical training;
02: Socio-cultural influences;
02: Sport psychology;
02: Health, fitness & wellbeing;
04: Practical performance;
05: Analysis & evaluation of performance;

Written paper: Paper 1
Physical factors affecting performance (01)
30% of total GCSE (9-1)
60 marks
This paper will consist of a mixture of objective response and multiplechoice questions, short answers and extended response items.
Written paper: Paper 2 (02)
Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology
30% of total GCSE (9-1)
60 marks
This paper will consist of a mixture of objective response and multiplechoice questions, short answers and extended response items.
Practical performance (04)
One individual activity, one team & one from either
30% of total GCSE (9-1)
60 marks
Analysis and evaluation of performance (05)
10% of total GCSE (9-1)
20 marks

Additional information: An optional climbing / outdoor pursuits trip will take place each year where
pupils can be assessed for individual sporting activity.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Examination board:

AQA 8062

Course requirements:

Religion and Philosophy has always been, and continues to be for us
today, a powerful driving force in society for good and ill. It affects us
all, whether or not we are believers. Knowledge of religion is needed to
inform our own political and social understanding, to enlighten the
subtleties of literature, and to aid our understanding of history. Beyond
this, the study of Religious Studies and Philosophy is a fascinating one,
interesting for its own sake and useful in that it sharpens the mind and
provides an insight into the study of ideas and their accompanying
debates.
It forces you to examine your own ideas and raises questions where
before you thought there were none. The focus on developing analytical
skills means that Religious Studies qualifications are held in high regard
by universities and employers.
This course provides an opportunity for pupils to engage with a variety
of topical questions around belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth.

Topics studied:

Component 1 Perspectives on faith: Christianity – beliefs and teachings;
practices; sources of wisdom and authority, and forms of expression.
Component 2 Perspectives on faith: Islam – teachings and practices,
sources of wisdom and authority, worship, duties and festivals.
Paper 2: Thematic studies:
A – Religion, relationships and families
B – Religion & Life
C – Existence of God
F – Human Rights and Social Justice

Assessment:

Two written examination papers at the end of Year 11:
Paper 1 - Component 1 – 1 hour 45 minutes
Paper 2 - Component 2 – 1 hour 45 minutes
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MUSIC
Examination board:

OCR J536

Course requirements:

The aim of the course is to stimulate and develop an appreciation and
enjoyment of music through an active involvement in three musical
activities: Performing, Composing and Appraising. The course allows for
all styles of music to be explored and students will be able to focus on
their own choice of instrument while also exploring new instrument
skills. It is advisable for pupils wishing to take this GCSE to be at least
Grade 4 on one instrument before embarking upon the course. Pupils
are encouraged to take Grade 5 Theory.

Topics studied:

Integrated portfolio – performance and composition (student choice)
Practical component – ensemble performance and composition (OCR)
Listening & appraising – musical elements, contexts and language

Assessment:

Internally Assessed & Externally Moderated:
1. Integrated portfolio – 30%
2. Practical component – 30%
Externally Assessed:
3. Listening & appraising – 40%
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